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From the Editor
This issue focuses on the church.
Much creative thinking and many books have been
devoted to the church in recent years. The nature and ministry of the church and the form the church should take has
been high on the agenda.
In our lead article Paul and Ann Gingerich share the
results of their thinking on the form the church should take
if it is to be faithful and effective in the closing decades of
the twentieth century.
As I read the article I was reminded of John Wesley and
his class meetings. Somewhere I read that these small class
meetings were a major factor in the growth of Methodism
in its early years.
I was also reminded of the practice of the Pietists who
would meet in small groups to study the Bible and support
one another in their spiritual pilgrimage. In fact this meeting in small groups was one of the distinguishing characteristics of the Pietistic movement.
It may be of profit to read again Acts 2 and note that
following Pentecost the believers attended the temple
together and broke bread in their homes (Acts 2:46) —
worship and fellowship. The larger group and the smaller.
The results: "And the Lord added to their number day by
day . .
Within the church God has placed pastors. Marion
Heisey, secretary of the Ministerial Credentials Board,
asks the readers to seriously consider God's plan for them
— especially as it relates to definite ministries within the
church. "Consider Thou This . . ." is written with Ministerial Sunday, September 14, in mind.
The editor serves as Chairman of the Committee on
Ministerial Training. It is the responsibility of this committee to counsel, encourage, and give financial support to
persons preparing for the Christian ministry — especially
the pastoral ministry. As a result I have been fairly close to
this area of our church life.
This responsibility has been one of the most rewarding
of my service to the church. This past year (1974-1975)
there were eight men attending the four recommended
seminaries. In 1975-76 it appears that there will be 13 in
attendance. In addition one pastor is completing his seminary training during the summers.
We should not assume that a person must attend
seminary in order to be a pastor in the Brethren in Christ
Church nor that attendance at seminary will automatically make one a pastor.
God and the church can use persons of limited formal
training and it takes more than a degree to make a pastor.
What this increased interest in ministerial training does
say is that men are responding seriously to the call of God
and to a ministry within the Brethren in Christ Church. In
a day when it is so easy to be obsessed by the bad news
here, I believe, is some good.
This column has turned out to be more of an editorial
than I anticipated. I will try to watch this in the future.

BISHOP GINDER HOSPITALIZED
A s this issue goes to press we learn that Bishop Henry
G i n d e r has been hospitalized as a result of a minor heart
a t t a c k . W o r d is that he is m a k i n g satisfactory recovery for
which we all a r e g r a t e f u l .
C o n t i n u e to r e m e m b e r him and M r s . G i n d e r in your
prayers.
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Editorial
God's Gifts to the Church
"And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and
teachers..."
Let me make three observations on this well known text:
These gifts are being given through people and are
distinct each from the other.
Each is essential for the well-being of the church.
Being essential and God-given, each should be held in
esteem.
If I interpret this verse correctly, Paul is not only listing
gifts but is distinguishing between them. These several gifts
do not reside in one person. The gifts are individualized.
Not everyone is an apostle; nor an evangelist; nor a pastorteacher. A pastor is not necessarily an evangelist; nor is a
prophet a pastor. We have a tendency to blur the lines
which distinguish these gifts. We expect the pastor to be
prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher. This expectation
is both impossible and unscriptural.
These distinct gifts given through different individuals
are for the well-being of the church. A lack of one of these
gifts will result in a lack in the church. Under the present
structure, some of these gifts would minister at the
denominational level; others at the congregational level.
The gift of an apostle. One dare not be dogmatic about
what Paul had in mind in the use of the term "apostle."
Did he mean one of the twelve? If such is the case, this gift
is not being repeated.
Or was he using the term in its wider meaning as one
commissioned, a delegate, an ambassador, as one who is
sent? The New Testament apostles were in the vanguard of
the church. They provided the historical basis for the
gospel. They felt the compelling urge to make Christ
known. Their vision was as wide as man's need. The world
was their parish; the cross and the resurrection the answer
to the gods and the empires. Jesus, the Risen Christ is both
Savior and Lord.
This gift has not been withdrawn. There are those who
have moved across the Christian church reminding the
church of the uniqueness of the gospel and of man's need
for the message. They comprehend the cosmic struggle and
the ability of the gospel to bridge cultures, national
boundaries, and race.
W e have institutionalized the gift of the apostle. It is
exercised by boards and committees and staff. It is not that
these are unneeded. It is that we need more. Do we not
need the apostolic gift incarnated in one who bears the
scars of warfare and whose shoes are covered with the dust
of the road? Do we not need one who reminds us in living
color that the mission of the church is missions — not
defined by distance, but by vision; not defined in other
cultures, but in sacrifice and passion?
The gift of a prophet. In the context of this verse, the
prophet is distinct from a pastor or an evangelist. No
doubt they were preachers as were the evangelist and
pastor. The distinguishing mark was the messages rather
than the medium.
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The prophet is God's spokesman. He takes the apostolic
message and the historical facts and explains and interprets. He reads the signs of the time and brings to bear
upon them God's Word. While the evangelist is concerned
for decision and the pastor for his people, the prophet's
primary concern is the message.
The term "prophets" raises mental pictures of Amos
before the altar of Baal in Bethel and Jeremiah in the
palace dungeon and John the Baptist in his desert garb.
Sometimes this is the role the prophet takes. Even the
church finds at times God's word bitter rather than sweet
and resists the prophetic word.
But a prophet is more than a herald of divine judgment.
He is a Bible scholar and a theologian. What the pastorteacher is to the congregation, the prophet is to the
denomination and to the pastor.
Within a denomination, the prophet can contribute to
the unity of its doctrine. He calls upon the church to
resolve inconsistencies of doctrine and practice. He tests
doctrine with doctrine and with the Word. He confronts
the church with its faithfulness by bringing Scripture to
bear upon life style and values.
A denomination cannot long survive on a theological
smorgasbord. It takes more than programs and tradition
to maintain unity. There needs to be a sizeable measure of
doctrinal commonality in the understanding of the
teachings of Scripture. To develop this commonality is one
of the contributions of a prophet.
The gift of an evangelist. Not all persons are evangelists.
Not all pastors are evangelists. Indeed, there is a difference
between an evangelist and a pastor — not just in office, but
in gift.
This verse suggests that there are those who have the gift
to present the call of Christ clearly and persuasively. They
can communicate with those who are outside the Christian
community. Does this verse have a word for us as a
denomination? Have we expected the pastor to do the
work of an evangelist? Or have we institutionalized this
gift in an office rather than in persons?
Surely the pastor preaches and counsels for decisions
within the congregational families and contacts. But
evangelism is more than biological growth. To assist the
church in this evangelism there is the evangelist.
The gift of pastor-teacher. There is both grammatical
and logical basis for including these together. The shepherding of a congregation would include teaching. The
Great Shepherd was known as the Teacher.
The other three gifts envision a wider Christian community. The pastor-teacher relates to the congregation. It
is here that the contributions of the other gifts are
integrated into life. He is at the growing edge. It is here
that victories are won or defeats experienced. All of life —
its joys and sorrows, successes and defeats, life and death
— is the pastor's life. The image of a shepherd may be
foreign to most of our society but it is this imagery of
to page eleven
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It is good to dream. It is necessary that these dreams
take into account reality. A number of writers have been
asked to project models for the home, education, and
economic life for the last quarter of the 20th Century. We
begin with the church. What kind of a form will the
church take in order to be faithful in the closing decades
of this century?

MODELS FOR THE CHURCH
1975-2000
Ann and Paul Gingerich

I t WOULD BE foolhardy to predict the shape of the
church of tomorrow" writes Alvin C. Porteous in The
Search for Christian Credibility. "Of this only can we be
certain — that God continues to call out a people who will
serve as a vanguard of His new world, the pioneer of His
future" (p. 202).
Where is this faithful community of people who are
pioneers in a new world? This question is being asked
repeatedly by perceptive leaders in the church.
We have moved a long way from the Anabaptist belief
that every follower of Jesus is a minister, responsible for
other members of the body of Christ. In many respects, we
have adopted the pattern of our society which makes
rugged individualism a virtue. It may be we have actually
come to believe that faithfulness to Christ is possible individually.
Our present practice of meeting together for two hours
Sunday morning while living the rest of the week as individuals furthers this illusion. But as Wilbert Shenk has
written, "The days of stable rural life are gone. Members
of congregations no longer have frequent contacts with one
another in the workaday world. There is a serious reason
to question whether the present patterns and structures —
a legacy from another age — can be trusted to carry us
through." {Mission-Focus, Nov. 1973, p. 6).
In response to this type of concern a number of official
strategy documents have been prepared, and many articles
on church renewal have appeared in church publications.
These speak of new models for the congregation. A
recurring theme is church life on two levels — the smaller
unit and the total congregation, and an emphasis on
accountability and participation.
The writing of this article was requested of Ann Gingerich. It turned out
to be a cooperative effort with her husband. Paul and A nn have served as
missionaries in Ethiopia. They presently reside in the Goshen area where
Paul is associated with Goshen College.
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Why then is there so much writing and talking and so
few living models of dynamic church life? Perhaps the
answer is in the attitude of one young father who asked
me, "Why do you take this church thing so seriously?
What we are doing was good enough for our fathers and
it's good enough for me." Could it be we do not understand the true nature of the church?
It might be helpful to reacquaint ourselves with this.
From the biblical record we learn that the church is a
group of people who are a light to the nation, who live and
act in an alternate manner — a way that is consistent with
the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. He rejected the
political options of His day and was obedient as the Son of
the Father. A few people followed Him, creating a new
thing — a community of people living under the rule of His
Spirit. This is what we are called to be. When we speak of
"church" it is this new order of the Spirit. It needs to be
understood that church is not an institution or building,
but a way of life.
If building the kingdom of Christ is the first and prior
consideration, why have we moved so slowly in finding new
structures which will facilitate this?
Purpose must precede structure. Until a pledge of
allegiance is made to Jesus as Lord, structures are lifeless.
This pledge is not made in isolation between an individual
and God but in the company of the committed; among
those who together confess Jesus to be Lord of their lives
totally. Membership in the body of Christ then becomes a
covenant relationship with others who have pledged themselves to the same purpose, that of building Christ's
kingdom and of helping people find wholeness in Christ, in
the context of His body the Church.
In this fellowship there is accountability, caring, and
discipline. Decisions affecting employment, family,
finances, relationships, life goals, and commitments are all
made in the midst of His Spirit-led people.
Evangelical Visitor

So what does this have to do with church models for the
next twenty-five years? By and large, ideas for new forms
of the church have gone untried. Barring unforeseen
catastrophies such as a general collapse of the economy,
global atomic war, or widespread ecological turmoil (such
as drought, pestilence or loss of fuel supplies) we predict
that the church will not be much different structurally by
the year 2000.
To many this may come as an optimistic, hopeful
prediction. Our church buildings are newly built, modernized, or remodeled. We have bolted the seats into place to
assure stability. Being shrewd economists this has locked
us into a pattern of church life which will last for quite a
while. Also the present practice of a two-hour meeting on
Sunday morning is seen as adequate by many.
Dreaming has little value if it does not begin where we
are. Any useful models for the next twenty-five years will
have to use present materials. And as Alvin Porteous has
said, "Where there is Christian faithfulness, there is
always the possibility that the Spirit can breathe the new
life into the dead bones of a moribund church" (p. 200).
We have spacious buildings and the habit of going to
them on Sunday morning. Let us begin with that positive
asset, and ask how we can see that two-hour block of time
to better advantage. The most obvious question is, "How
can accountability, caring, and discipline take place in a
large group such as the congregation which meets together
for only two hours per week?" Let us suggest that a congregation needs to find some way to group people so all

members will be responsible for, and accountable to,
others. That is the close-in level where questions of
personal faithfulness can be dealt with and decisions made.
A maximum of twelve persons is suggested by many for
that relationship.
But the questions that members are asking need broader
help and biblical perspective. For this all the groupings
could gather to share their pilgrimage, studying the Word
to find direction for a corporate life of faithfulness to
Christ. Submission to the Spirit in this fellowship becomes
an important part and a covenant essential for clarity.
So this means there would be two levels in a congregation: the smaller unit for celebration, worship, service,
and the study of the Word.
Paul Miller has written, "Ideally every member should
attend at least two services of worship every week: one
objective, ordered worship service in the great congregation; and one service of a more intimate and subjective
character held in the house fellowship. The fellowship
group may meet either during the Sunday school hour or
on Sunday evenings, or on a weekday evening in the home
of one of the members. The Sunday morning hour should
be reserved for the worship of the great congregation in the
meetinghouse and for Christian education experiences for
children" (Mission-Focus, Nov. 73, p. 4).
The Prairie Street Mennonite Church in Elkhart,
Indiana, has encouraged existing Sunday school classes to
become primary fellowship groups for personal sharing

Consider Thou This
Marion J. Heisey

O n e of the saddest things in life is to
see a person who is totally dissatisfied
in what he is doing for a living — yet
he continues in it because it is bread
and butter — fuel and food. Paychecks are not only a convenience,
they are a necessity. Yet, many people
live only for the pay, and give little
thought to whether or not they find
fulfillment in what they do. Wealth
which c o m e s f r o m dissatisfied
procurers holds little appeal to those
who order their priorities in ways
where fulfillment comes first and material gain second.
A look at the ministry and voluntary service may provide some interesting insights into fulfillment versus pay. The hours are long, the
demands are many, the pay is meager,
the fringe benefits sparse, and the cash
dividends are non-existent — but the
bonuses are many. I suggest there are
The writer is secretary of the
denomination's
Ministerial
Credentials
Board and
Director,
Navajo Brethren in Christ
Mission.
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five valid observations we can make
about Christian service which relate
to a person finding fulfillment:
Consider the following,
1. Those who lose their life find it.
2. It fulfills the golden rule.
3. It helps one to appreciate what
he is and what he has when
serving others who are in need.
4. Ministering to the needs of
others emulates Christ.
5. It is more blessed to give than
receive.
These five observations may seem
obvious, even trite. The fact is, a life
style which embraces these concepts
provides a person with a sense of accomplishment and personal achievement which builds the self concept,
strengthens one's sense of pride, and
replenishes one's own resources in a
way that cannot be explained or
measured with dollars, trophies, or
applause from man.
God has built into human nature the
need to feel wanted, needed and useful.
Some people work all of life at a job

to page sixteen

where they feel none of this, but only
the emptiness which comes when
buying a bigger house, driving a more
luxurious car, or dressing in more
expensive clothing.
This appeal is for young people to
consider the merits of personal satisfaction and personal fulfillment that
comes from serving God in Christian
service. For some, it may be for
several weeks during a summer when
an experience at a mission point may
change the direction of their lives. For
others, one or two years of voluntary
service may give them a new perspective on life and a reordering of their
priorities. For others, they will discover a sense of fulfillment and involvement in a longer term, or even a
lifetime of direct service through a
pastoral ministry or mission appointment. It is true that all Christians are
full time Christian workers in one
sense of the word, but there is also a
need for those whose training must be
more specialized for a unique ministry. The professional pastoral calling
is one such vocation. What are the
rewards of such service? Your life will
be enriched, your talents will be maximized, and your sense of accomplishment in serving others will fill your cup
to overflowing.
5

One of the major influences in the birth of the Brethren in Christ Church
was Pietism. Indeed, present day evangelicalism owes much to its pietistic
roots. In the August 10 issue Pietism was interpreted. In this article a brief
survey of its history is given.

A History of Pietism
Martin H. Schrag

P l E T I S M is one of the least understood movements in
church history. Current research is showing us that it was a
very significant movement. Not least of its contributions
was that it aided the Brethren in Christ founding fathers to
understand the Bible aright.
In writing this article I am assuming that the reader has
read the article on the meaning of Pietism printed in the
August 10 issue of the Visitor. Pietism was a protest
against excessive stress on theology, preoccupation with
form in worship, and ethical insensitivity. It affirmed that
the essence of Christianity is a personal experienced relationship with God issuing in holy living. This relationship
with God was to be nurtured by prayer and devotion.
It should be pointed out that some scholars limit Pietism
to German Pietism. Others see Pietism active in England,
Holland, Germany, and America. Although I will deal
with this broader understanding I will, because of limitations of space, emphasize German Pietism and the American developments. One other introductory word is to point
out that the Pietists saw themselves as indebted to aspects
of medieval mysticism and the Protestant Reformation.
Puritan Pietism
Our historical journey begins with the Pietistic Puritans.
Whereas many Puritans spent their energies seeking to
purge the Church of England of the vestiges of Romanism
a n d / o r attempting to reform church government, there
were Puritans like William Perkins (1558-1602), Richard
Greenham, Richard Sibbes, Richard Baxter and John
Bunyan (1628-1688), who centered on the need of practical piety.
Giving lip service to Calvinistic predestination and the
inscrutability of a transcendent God (Puritanism was
rooted in the thought of Bucer, Zwingli and Calvin), these
men, by the use of "godly logic," proceeded to delineate
and spell out the life of piety. The center of that life was
the keeping of the Ten Commandments with sharpest
focus on properly observing the Sabbath. Godliness
(ethical living) was charted in detail and covered all
aspects of life.
One wrote, by way of illustration, that when evil is
forbidden in the Ten Commandments, the contrary good is
commanded, and where evil is forbidden, the occasions of
evil are forbidden. Another Pietist indicated the honoring
of father and mother actually included all authority relationships. As for the husband-wife relationship, the husband was to lovingly keep his wife in subjection and the
wife was cheerfully to fear her husband.
In the development of Puritan Piety, the emphasis
shifted from godliness to holiness (the spiritual relationship between God and the Christian). Here, the
concern was with inward peace and the joy of the Holy
Spirit. Much attention was given to the health of the soul.
We would not do justice to Puritan piety if we did not note
that John Bunyan, in his great writing, Pilgrims Progress,
combines the concerns of godliness and holiness.
6

Reformed Pietism, located especially in Holland and
Germany, was also important, but we will only note that
New England Puritans were influenced by such Dutch
Pietists as William Ames and that some of the Reformed
clergy who ministered in the American colonies were
Pietistic in orientation.
German Pietism
This brings us to a consideration of German Lutheran
Pietism. Although some scholars state that Philipp Spener
(1635-1705) and August Francke (1663-1727) were the
fathers of German Pietism, it is more accurate to see them
as the classic expression of the movement.
Influencing Spener was not only Puritan and Reformed
Pietism, but also pietistic developments in Germany going
back to Luther. The chief forerunner to Spener was John
Arndt (1555-1621). His widely read book, True Christianity, was written to indicate that true Christianity does
not consist of an intellectual understanding of theology,
but in a God-empowered, living, active faith issuing in a
life of discipleship. Arndt's concerns were spiritual renewal
(the new birth), the new life (oneness with Christ) and a
sanctification enabling one to follow Jesus.
Spener likewise concentrated on true repentance, active
faith, the personal relationship with God, and holy living.
He opposed state domination of the church, the stress of
correct form in worship, and the preoccupation with
sophisticated theology. He formed small groups of Pietists
(within the Lutheran church) for the purpose of spiritual
edification (praying, sharing and encouraging one
another). As was true of the Puritan Pietists, he warned
against lavish or indecent clothing, against excessive satisfaction from recreation, and against the theater and the
dance.
In his writing, Pious Desires, Spener set forth his
program of church renewal. His points were: (1) Christians
should study the Bible more seriously, (2) Christians are to
truly care for one another (priesthood of all believers), (3)
head knowledge of the faith is not enough; it must issue in
acts of love, (4) theological controversies, if necessary,
should be entered in with heartfelt love, (5) the training of
ministers should go beyond rationalistic theology to the
study and practice of piety, and (6) preaching should not
focus on "correct" doctrine or learned ostentation, but
should foster living faith and urge the fruits of faith.
The work of Spener was carried forward by the already
mentioned Francke. He did not, like Spener, become a
devout Christian without a great inner struggle. For two
years, he wrestled with deep concern and anxious doubt.
He thought of leaving the ministry. Prior to one sermon in
"great fear" he went down on his "knees again and
implored the God, whom I did not yet know and whom I
did not believe, that, if there really is a God, he should save
me from this wretched condition." God heard him!
Sadness left his heart and he was "suddenly overwhelmed
to page eleven
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Religious News
1975 Quarter Revealed Big
Increase in "Serious Crime"
An 18 percent increase in serious crime
in the U.S. during the first three months of
1975 compared with the same period last
year has been reported by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.
Statistics released as part of the F B I ' s
U n i f o r m C r i m e Reports showed 18 percent increases in both violent crimes
( m u r d e r , forcible rape, r o b b e r y , aggravated assault), and property crimes
(burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle
theft).
U . S . Attorney General Edward H . Levi
declared that the latest statistics "again
point u p the need to improve the nation's
criminal justice system." H e described the
growth of crime as " o n e of the terrifying
facts of life, which we have come to accept
as normal, and which we must not accept
as n o r m a l . "
Western Civilization "Crumbling,"
Billy Graham Tells Swedes
Evangelist Billy G r a h a m told Scandinavians and delegates to the Baptist
World Alliance meeting in Stockholm that
" W e s t e r n civilization is crumbling," and
only a gigantic spiritual revival will save it.
His 35-minute address in Skansen Park,
which was m a d e following the concluding
session July 13 of the Baptist World Congress, was broadcast live on Swedish television to all of Sweden and parts of Denmark and Norway.
G r a h a m , realizing he was considered
controversial by leadership in the Baptist
World Alliance, vistied Stockholm three
weeks previous to the congress to face reporters. H e described the meeting as one of
his most difficult press conferences, but a
Swedish paper stated that " t h e reporters
never laid a glove on him; he was smarter
than the reporters."
Dr. David Lagergren, who is general
secretary of the Baptist Union of Sweden,
and other church leaders expressed surprise at the large number of young people
who turned out to hear the evangelist.
New Children's Publications
Issued for Black Sunday Schools
A new Sunday school literature series
has been launched by U r b a n Ministries,
Inc. ( U M I ) , Chicago, to correct the impression that Jesus is white Anglo-Saxon
or that Christianity is the white man's religion.
Called " P r i m a r y S t r e e t , " and designed
for children 6-8, the literature depicts to a
greater degree than most previously published material Bible characters with the
likenesses of Middle Eastern and N o r t h
African peoples.
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" T h e p r i m a r y p u r p o s e of the new
literature," according to U M I President
Melvin E. Banks, "is to provide black and
urban churches with a guide for presenting the teachings of the Bible in a way
young people of today can understand and
relate to t h e m . "
U M I ' s literature is used by individual
churches in more than 15 denominational
groups both nationally and internationally.
Debtors of Blair Church
To Receive $7.65 Million
Debtors of the bankrupt Calvary Temple, Denver, Colo., will begin receiving
payment of $7.65 million under a final
arrangement ordered by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court.
Under an 11-year plan for repayment
signed by Bankruptcy Judge Glen E.
Keller, Jr., the entire debt will be repaid
with interest.
Charles E. Blair, pastor of Calvary
Temple and president of the Charles E.
Blair Foundation and Life Center, Inc., a
large nursing home, filed for bankruptcy
14 months ago.
Bob Jones University Will Permit
Unmarried Black Students To Enroll
Bob Jones University has changed its
admission policy to permit the enrollment
of unmarried black students.
Although the university had admitted
some married black students in the past, it
had excluded single blacks. In May 1974
the university's president, Dr. Bob Jones
III, said that "certain aspects of our admission policy are designed to safeguard
our Bible convictions against interracial
marriage."
Last spring, the Internal Revenue Service ( I R S ) announced that church-related
schools refusing to admit students of any
racial or ethnic group would lose their
federal tax exemptions, even if such
policies are required by religious beliefs.
Although Bob Jones University has been
involved in litigation with the I R S in an
effort to retain its tax-exempt status, university officials denied that the I R S policy
had influenced the decision to admit unmarried blacks.
In a statement issued in connection with
the university's policy change, Dr. Jones
said that " B o b Jones University as a
Christian institution cannot be in violation
of the law."
He said the school had "certain Bible
convictions" that its previous admissions
policies were designed to protect, but that
it was "forced by a tyrannical government
to obey a law whether we like it or not. We
will 'render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar's so long as we can do so without
failing to 'render to God the things that are
G o d ' s , ' " he said.
Senate Panel Closer To
Abortion Decision
After 16 days and more than 100 hours
of public hearings over an 18-month
period, a Senate subcommittee is preparing to decide whether to recommend to the
full Senate a constitutional amendment
prohibiting abortion.

The Senate panel must decide the fate of
three proposed amendments to the Constitution designed to overturn the Supreme
Court's historic 1973 ruling that the states
have no compelling interest in banning
abortion during the first trimester of
pregnancy and only limited interest during
the second trimester.
Two of the proposals were introduced by
Sen. J a m e s L. Buckley (Cons.-R., N . Y . )
and call for prohibiting abortion except in
an emergency situation when the life of the
woman is in immediate danger. Sen. Jesse
Helms ( R „ N.C.), author of the third
proposed amendment, wants an absolute
ban on abortion regardless of the circumstances.
Sign of the Times: Business Schools
Now Feature Courses in Ethics
Increasing incidents of bribery, illegal
campaign contributions and other illicit
corporate dealings are forcing many colleges to revamp their programs in business ethics to include courses in ethics.
" M o s t new businessmen would succumb
to such activities," the Rev. T h o m a s
M c M a j o h n told the Associated Press.
The ethics professor in Loyola University's graduate program of business
added: " W h e n they're just starting out,
many will do anything to get a h e a d . "
Some 50 business schools plan to offer
new courses in social, legal and ethical
issues in the fall, a study conducted by Professor M c M a j o h n revealed.
Eurofest Draws 7,000 Youths
For Enthusiastic Bible Study
For 10 days, more than 7,000 young
people f r o m m o r e than 40 c o u n t r i e s
gathered at the Palais du Centenaire,
Brussels, to search the Scriptures and
discuss applications of various passages in
a program called " E u r o f e s t 75."
They cheered and applauded at the
opening session when Dr. Werner Burklin,
Eurofest Executive Committee chairman
from West G e r m a n y , announced, " W e
have come together to study the Bible."
And when American evangelist Billy
G r a h a m told the young people, " Y o u have
not come to be entertained," they enthusiastically agreed.
Each morning, Bible studies were led in
plenary sessions by Anglican Bishop Festo
Kivengere of U g a n d a and Argentina evangelist Luis Palau. In the evenings, many of
the Eurofest participants went to Heysel
Stadium where Billy G r a h a m was holding
an e v a n g e l i s t i c c a m p a i g n . T h e allEuropean committee that had invited him
to Brussels said after the opening meeting:
"This was the largest audience ever to
attend an evangelistic meeting in the history of Belgium, so far as we know."
Teenage Suicides Rise
Victims of suicides formerly tended to
be successful but overburdened middleaged businessmen, but in recent years the
victim is more likely to be a teenaged
youngster.
This is the observation of the Rev. Jack
Price, chaplain of the Albuquerque police
department.
to page ten

7

Making the Church Visible
Bob Vroon

Entitled the "Jerusalem/Judea
Project," the 1974-75 Junior Missionary
Prayer Band project helped to sponsor
the Harrisburg
Community
Ministries program. An earlier report on
some aspects of this ministry appeared
in the March 10, 1975 VISITOR. In
this report. Bob Vroon notes the
summer activities in the Hill section of
Harrisburg.
U N D E R the leadership of a community ministries worker, we have
been conducting a summer program
for city children. The program includes a Bible story hour in the mornings, craft classes, day trips to state
parks and other points of interest, and
recreation on the lot of the Bellevue
Park Brethren in Christ Church. Also,
on one night a week, adults in the
neighborhood come to play volleyball
on the church lot.
The purposes of the program are to
serve the community, to make contacts with children and adults in the
area, to give some Christian education to the children, and to make the
church more visible in the community. Or, in other words, the
program exists for service, evangelism, Christian education, and good
community relations.
The program is a service to the community in several ways. Working
mothers are spared the expense of
having babysitters for their school
children during summer vacation.
Children are given things to do which
are " f u n " and constructive. This is a
service to the children, increasing their
8

enjoyment of the summer months. It is
a service to the neighborhood in that it
keeps the children out of trouble.
Evangelism and Christian education
take place in the Bible story hour, the
crafts program, occasional devotionals on day trips, one-to-one contacts on the playground, and contacts
(visits) with parents of the children
who take part in the program.
Good community relations generally result from the program. Many
people in the area are learning to know
about the church and developing
favorable attitudes toward it. Many
have expressed gratitude for this
"wonderful" program.
In addition, the summer program
has potential for helping to reach the
ever-growing non-white population in
the neighborhood. The large percentage of black children in the program
helps to show the neighborhood that a
church which is predominately white
welcomes persons of other races. And
some of the relationships established
between children and workers can lead
to non-whites feeling more comfortable about coming to our church.
For five weeks this summer, we also
cooperated with the Harrisburg
School district in a program designed
to encourage children in underprivileged neighborhoods to read
more. Books of interest are actually
given to the children. It is hoped that
the pride of ownership plus other
facets of the program will motivate
these children to read for enjoyment,
thus improving their reading skills.
The staffing of the summer program
was a worry at the outset. Last year we

had three full-time staff, two of whom
worked for no pay. This spring, it
appeared that we had no help beyond
one full-time worker. But the Lord has
provided help, even though it's been
patchy and sometimes not, what some
might call, ideal. A fine Christian
woman in the community agreed to
tell Bible stories to children in the
mornings. Another lady agreed to
teach craft classes. An area black
teenager is working part-time for little
pay. And the involvement of three
summer service workers for two weeks
each is proving to be a big help.
For the staff, the program provides
many challenges. The noise level on
the playground can "get on one's
nerves." The bad behavior of the children at times, often led by perennial
troublemakers, can really try our
patience. Especially in the very hot
and humid weather, tempers can get
hot. Children start fighting with each
other, or taunting the staff, or abusing
equipment. To deal firmly and yet
lovingly with these children is a real
challenge. To show forth the fruit of
the Spirit rather than responding as
the natural man would, is surely a
great victory.
Another great challenge is how to
relate Christ to children in such a
program. It is generally difficult to
hold their attention for anything, and
many do not want to listen to "religion." We must continually seek imaginative ways to get a message across
in such a way that it will be internalized.
To reach the parents through the
children is also a great challenge. It is
difficult to get parents involved in any
fashion.
Yet there is great potential in such
summer programs for reaching communities. And we have God's promise
of the power of the Spirit to meet the
challenges, if we will claim His
promises in faith, deny ourselves, and
seek to follow Christ. We don't always
meet the challenges because we don't
always have the faith or the spirit of
self-denial. But when we do, God gives
us the victory.
Evangelical Visitor

MISSIONS MEMOS

Marshall and Eleanor Poe, Keith, K a r e n , and K r i s t a left
A u g u s t 27 to begin their second t e r m of missionary
service in Z a m b i a . M a r s h a l l will give interim g u i d a n c e t o
the p r o g r a m s of the C h o m a Bible Institute during the
absence of the Principal, S a m p s o n M u d e n d a . Rev. and
Mrs. Mudenda plan to arrive at Messiah College in
S e p t e m b e r , where he will be studying.

Leaving S e p t e m b e r 9 for R h o d e s i a are Mildred Myers (returning for her f o u r t h t e r m ) and Miriam Frey (returning for her
third t e r m ) . M i l d r e d picks up her f o r m e r responsibilities as
H e a d m i s t r e s s of the W a n e z i H o m e c r a f t School, while M i r i a m
returns to M t s h a b e z i T e a c h e r T r a i n i n g College.

Board for Missions
General Fund Statement
Quarter Ended June 30, 1975

John and Esther Spurrier and R e b e c c a
leave S e p t e m b e r 3 to begin V o l u n t a r y
S e r v i c e a s s i g n m e n t s in Z a m b i a . D r .
S p u r r i e r , a g r a d u a t e of T e m p l e University
M e d i c a l School, will join the staff of t h e
M a c h a Mission Hospital.

Beth Bearss, f r o m the Falls View ( O n t a r i o )
congregation, left T o r o n t o A u g u s t 29 for
T o k y o , J a p a n . S h e will begin a V o l u n t a r y
Service assignment there, working in conj u n c t i o n with J o h n and Lucille Graybill.
Harold and Myrle P y k e completed their
V o l u n t a r y S e r v i c e a s s i g n m e n t s in
R h o d e s i a — H a r o l d served as Financial
S e c r e t a r y — and left B u l a w a y o on July 10.
A f t e r spending s o m e time in S o u t h A f r i c a ,
E u r o p e and Britain, they arrived h o m e on
A u g u s t 11.
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Canadian Balance April 1,1975
USA Balance April 1, 1975
Canadian Receipts
USA Receipts
Total Receipts and Balance ,
Disbursements
Administrative
Personnel
Information Services
Rhodesia—Church
Rhodesia—Mission
Zambia
India—Church
India—Mission
Bangalore
Delhi
Bangladesh
Japan
Nicaragua
Navajo Mission
San Francisco
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel)
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Salem (Labish)
International Currency
Mission Churches
Extension Churches
Urban Ministries
Christian Service Ministries
Total Disbursements
DEFICIT BALANCE June 30,1975

. $

263.90
(3,095.21)
15,109.85
94,810.06
$107,088.60

USA
. . . $ 15,880.09
22,926.39
887.50
5,000.00
7,265.89
1,155.72
6,042.81
1,253.94
1,066.00
1,400.00
870.00
5,500.00
6,441.66
1,410.00
300.00
780.00

Canada
$ 1,672.05
335.00
5,000.00
1,000.00

2,500.00

780.00

...

780.00
15.11
4,357.98
15,132.50
4,339.25
6,055.46
$108,860.30

1,424.99
2,523.85
1,000.00
$16,235.89

$125,096.19
($ 18,007.59)

Analysis of Balance
USA Balance
Canada Balance

(17,145.45)
(862.14)
(18,007.59)

Is this what being a missionary is all about?

lend encouragement to their group.
("Bear ye one another's burdens.")

A Jack of All Trades
Friday. All activity stops while we
go to a funeral. We knew the man, but
not well. I recognized his wife when I
saw her. But our presence — the fact
that we came, giving our condolences
(even though in English) — was comforting to the family . . . a sign that we
cared.
Tuesday. Josephine is too sick to
work. She has an earache and a sinus
infection. Leaving the morning work,
I drive her to the hospital. ("I was sick
and ye visited me.")
Saturday. A distraught young
woman, angry, jealous and afraid,
wants to find her husband who ran off
with a second wife without telling her.

RELIGIOUS NEWS
from page seven

At a national meeting of the International Conference of Police Chaplains
Price found that 20 fellow chaplains from
the U . S . and C a n a d a are facing an increasing number of youthful suicides.
" W e actually had an 11-year-old kill
herself," said a chaplain from Rockford,
Illinois. T h e Rev. Charles Massey, who
works with the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, reported seeing " m o r e of these
cases than I care to think a b o u t . "
Suicide has become the third highest
cause of death a m o n g young people aged
15 to 24.
"Famine Prevention" Bill
Has 95 Co-Sponsors
An a m e n d m e n t providing land-grant
a n d o t h e r e l i g i b l e u n i v e r s i t i e s with
resources to establish educational and
extension facilities in food-deficit areas of
the world has been approved by the House
International Relations Committee.
With 95 co-sponsors in its original form,
the " F a m i n e Prevention A m e n d m e n t " to
the Foreign Assistance Act had been introduced in the House of Representatives
by Rep. Paul Findley ( R „ 111.), third-ranking on both the International Relations
and Agriculture C o m m i t t e e s in the House.
H e called the committee action " t h e first
positive response by Congress to the R o m e
Food C o n f e r e n c e , " adding: "This amendment can put an end to famine worldwide
by helping developing countries build their
own effective and durable means of improving food production.
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A sweater to stop her shivering . . . two
cups of tea . . . a listening ear . . . and a
trip to the chief's village at midnight to
find him. ("Comfort ye the comfortless.")
Monday. A woman appears on my
door step with three yards of new material. "Nkosikazi, make me a dress. I
have no sewing machine and you
have." ("I was naked and ye clothed
me.")
Sunday. Thirty teenage Brethren in
Christ boys meet together for a service
in a neighboring Anglican boys'
school, eagerly looking forward to the
tall young missionary who drives forty
miles each Sunday to join them and

Wednesday. An angry black man
appears at the door, swearing, shouting, pushing and shoving my husband, yelling threats, shaking his fist
. . . venting his frustrations on my
husband from all his hatred against all
white men. ("And they spit upon Him,
and took the rod and smote Him on
the head.")

Do you know . . . a bereaved widow?
a broken home?
a sick neighbor?
a t e e n a g e r n e e d i n g encouragement? We all are called to be
carriers of Christ's love, in Upland,
Saskatoon, West Milton, Grantham
or Macha Mission. The life of selfless
service has immeasurable rewards.
—Barbara deHaan
Macha Mission, Zambia

Background of a New Church

Beside the "Mouth of Fire"
Nindiri is a town of pre-Columbian
heritage that still preserves much of its
aboriginal flavor. It was once the seat
of the powerful Indian Chief, Tenderi,
of the "Diriane" tribe. Today Nindiri
has an archaeological museum displaying many pre-Columbian relics
found in western Nicaragua.
The first historical data which is
known about Masaya, the Department in which Nindiri is located, was
written in a letter by a Conquistador
governor to Spain's Emperor Carlos V
on the 10th of April, 1592. In this
letter we read that "in the province of
Masaya there arises a very large
mouth of fire, that never ceases to
burn and at night it seems to reach the
heavens." This "mouth of fire" that
the Spanish conquistador wrote about
is a volcano not more than a mile or so
from Nindiri. Even today, almost 400
years later, this "mouth of fire" is in
constant action as sulfuric gasses leave
its crater. It is said that the preColumbian Indians threw virgin girls
into the crater as offerings to their
gods.
Today Nindiri is a growing pueblo

of some 8,000 inhabitants. Although it
retains its dirt streets of centuries past,
it now has entered the twentieth century with running water and electricity, conveniences that many communities much closer to the capital
city of Managua as of yet don't enjoy.
Just as all other communities in the
world, Nindiri is a potential mission
field. In February of this year the
Nicaraguan Brethren in Christ Church
accepted Nindiri as a challenge to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,
making it our newest outreach in
Nicaragua. The obstacles of successful church planting in Nindiri are
great, but the possibilities of nurturing
a dynamic evangelical church in this
tradition-bound Catholic town are
greater. Much depends on prayer! This
is where the North American sister
church can play an important part in
the evangelization of Nicaragua. Your
Nicaraguan brethren deeply covet
your prayers as we step out in an act of
faith to evangelize this centuries-old
pueblo beside the "mouth of fire."
—CHARLES MUSSER

Evangelical
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A HISTORY OF PIETISM
from page six

by a flood of joy." When he arose, he knew he was saved
and from that time on, it was "easy to live righteously and
joyfully in this world."'
Having had such a profound, deeply felt conversion,
Francke stressed the crisis conversion experience. He also
tirelessly exhorted his listeners to grow in grace. He spoke
of the five marks of the life of faith: "trials, cross bearing, obedience to God's law, trust in God, and joy." An
excellent summary of Francke's work is given by the
Pietist specialist, Dr. F. Ernest StoefHer. After stating that
Francke helped shift the religious emphasis of his entire
age, he continues:
It was a shift f r o m " t r u e " doctrine to right action, f r o m
theological speculation to devotional earnestness, f r o m ontological to psychological interest, f r o m an intellectualized to an
experiential a p p r o a c h to the Christian F a i t h , f r o m systematic
theology to biblical exposition, f r o m that which G o d has done in
history to t h a t which H e wants to d o in every h u m a n being now,
f r o m passive reliance on G o d ' s initiative to h u m a n responsibility. T h u s we find t h a t in F r a n c k e t h e A r n d t - S p e n e r development
had c o m e into its own and constitutes a comprehensive reorientation of L u t h e r a n i s m t o w a r d the concerns of the m o d e r n age. ;

Francke creatively pioneered in different ventures
indicating his wide-ranging spiritual and social vision. One
scholar has suggested his objectives were, "lives changed, a
church renewed, a nation reformed and a world evangelized." 3 His compassion for the neglected led him to
begin a school for the poor. He also established an
orphanage and bought a tavern and adjunct land on which
he built a hospital. His on-going work included a Latin
school for talented boys, a house for widows, a house for
unmarried women, a medical dispensary, a book depot, a
printing establishment, and a Bible house. Mass printing
resulted in low costs and thus helped make the Bible a
book for the masses.
Two points need to be made regarding the caring for the
above mentioned institutions. (1) They were operated on
the "faith" principles, money coming in in response to
prayer, and (2), Francke felt an irresistible inner compulsion to assail the evils in society.
Francke also was deeply committed to missions. In
1706, two students from Halle (as a university professor,
Francke made the University of Halle a major Pietist
center), upon the request of the King of Denmark, were
sent to the East Indies. William Carey, often seen as the
founder of modern Protestant missionary work, did not
begin his work until 1793.
German Pietism did not spread without the development of different emphases. Mention can only be made of

the Pietism that developed in the Duchy of Wurttemberg,
the tendencies among the Moravian Brethren under the
leadership of Count Zinzendorf, and the emergence of
Radical Pietism. The latter is to be seen over against
churchly Pietism, which fostered piety within an organized
state church. Radical Pietism was not a unified movement
and is of interest as it contributed to the rise of the Church
of the Brethren and played a part in the formation of the
Ephrata Society. Radical Pietist ideas were "in the air"
among Germans in America and may have had some influence in the awakening through which the United Brethren in Christ were born.
As just stated, the Pietist element was present in the
American Colonies. Among the Christians coming to
America for religious reasons were often found Pietists or
people influenced by the movement. They took their faith
more seriously and thus were more ready to move for religious reasons. Some of the clergy of the Church of
England who worked in Virginia had encountered Pietism.
When calls came to Europe for spiritual shepherds to lead
and organize flocks in the colonies, Pietists saw the evangelistic and missionary implications more clearly than
other clergy. Thus the Lutheran Pietist, H. M. Muhlenberg, responding to the call, ably organized and gave
purpose to American Lutheranism.
Michael Schlatter did much the same thing among the
German Reformed churches. Philip W. Otterbein also responded and worked both in the German Reformed
Church and beyond that body. He gave leadership, along
with Martin Boehm, to the group that, in 1800, organized
as the United Brethren in Christ. Both men were Pietists.
It was out of that movement that the River Brethren
emerged.
Lastly, it must be noted, that the architects of the Great
Awakening begun in America in 1721, were Pietists.
Theodorus Frelinghuysen, the Tennents, Jonathan
Edwards, George Whitefield and other revivalists were a
part of the larger Pietist movement.
The Pietist influence has continued through the years.
One form of the movement was the Wesleyan revival.
Strands in the movement had an influence in the rise of
liberalism. Pietism is foundational to 19th and 20th
century revivalism, perfectionism, fundamentalism and
evangelicalism.

1.
tury.
2.
3.

F. Ernest Stoeffler, German Pietism During the Eighteenth
Leiden, Holland: E. J. Brill, 1973, p. 12.
Ibid., p. 23.
Ibid., p. 7.

Cen-

GOD'S GIFTS TO THE CHURCH
from page three

caring and serving that was used to identify the relation of
a pastor to the congregation.
Many questions remain unanswered. Do these gifts lie
dormant and undiscovered and undeveloped if they are not
apparent? What responsibility does the church have to
discover and cultivate these gifts? I have an intuitive
feeling that the reason for any absence of these gifts or
their shortage does not rest with God. He is prepared to
give these gifts.
September

10,1975

Each is needed. All are to be held in esteem. Let not the
prophet look down upon the evangelist. Let not the
evangelist distrust the prophet. The apostle should not
question the pastor's dedication nor the pastor resent the
missionary vision.
All gifts have been given by God in order that the church
may be whole and mature, equipped to minister — to be
the body of Christ in the world.
Z
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Quiz Director, Roger Witter, gives instructions at the start of the
championship quiz.

Merle Brubaker, coach of the Grantham team, chats with quizzers before
the championship quiz.

1975 General Conference Bible Quiz
T h e 1975 General Conference Bible Quiz Finals were
held at the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church on July
17-19.
Six quiz teams, representing four regional conferences,
participated in the finals. Teams participating were:
Allegheny Conference—Grantham/Green Springs
Atlantic Conference—Palmyra/Pequea
Canadian Conference—Sherkston
Central Conference—Amherst
The quiz finals were held over a two day period. In
addition to Bible quizzing there were devotional times,
recreation, and an evening picnic at Pinchot State Park.
The championship quiz was held on Saturday evening.
The first part of the evening the Grantham Choir and the
Children of the Lord performed the musical "If My
People" written by Jimmy and Carol Owens.

Dave Zook, a member of the Grantham Team, giving an answer.

The two teams in the championship quiz were
Grantham and Sherkston. Grantham was the winning
team and Sherkston was runner-up.
As the General Conference winning team, Grantham
represented the Brethren in Christ at an Interdenominational Bible Quiz Tournament held at Taylor University, Upland, Indiana, on August 21-24.
Next year the portion of Scripture for Bible Quizzing
will be Matthew. Rev. Roger Witter will again serve as
General Conference Quiz Director.

Note: The Grantham team finished in second place at the
Interdenominational Bible Quiz. More details in September
25 issue.
Part of the Grantham team relaxing after winning the General Conference Quiz Finals.
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Regional Conference Winners

G R A N T H A M , Allegheny Conference. Front
row, left to right: Steve Barr, Esther Zook,
Donna Sider. Back row: Merle Brubaker, coach;
Kevin Anderson, Dave Zook, Dennis Davis.

S H E R K S T O N , Canadian Conference. Front
row, left to right: Denise Climenhage, Elizabeth
Sherk, Albino Pereira. Back row: Leonard
Chester, coach; Brenda Winger, Julie Sherk.

PEQUEA, Atlantic Conference. Front row, left
to right: Royce Wingert, Judy Wingert, Lorene
Wingert, Ed Groff. Back row: Dale Mylin, Lois
Greenawalt, Don Mylin, Mark Hess, coach.

GREEN S P R I N G S , Allegheny Conference.
Front row, left to right: Marlene Lichty, Jeff
Yohe, Sharon Eckenrode, Kathy Alleman. Back
row: Lois H o c k , assistant coach; Karen
Alleman, Ernie Hockenberry, Mark Alleman,
Connie Kipe, coach.

A M H E R S T , Central Conference. Front row,
left to right: Sandy VanDyke, Bonnie Hershberger, Andy Barbin, Wanda VanDyke. Back
row: Janice Knapp, coach; Bob Knapp, assistant
coach; Dave Hershberger.

P A L M Y R A , Atlantic Conference. Front row,
left to right: Deb Tobias, Cathy Light, Marta
Hoffman, Cathy Shultz. Back row: Earl Light,
coach; Don Shank, Chris Frey.

Winning Entries:

Creative Arts Contest

In the last issue the winning entries in the Creative
Writing category of the Creative Arts Contest were
listed. The following entry won Honorable Mention in
this year's contest in the Creative Writing category.

Life
was going fine
with ups and downs but
it left.

"God" by Phyllis Musser, Petersburg, West Virginia

Emptiness
filled my heart
and took my life
I died.

GOD

September

10,1975

(Continued)

God
gave my friends new meaning
and loneliness vanished
I am.

Loneliness
is all I felt
it filled my life
and hurt.

God
made my life insignificant
compared to heaven
I live.

People
were all around
and friendly but
they took.

God
chased emptiness away
by feelings so strong
I love.
13

CONFERENCES
Allegheny
O n J u n e 8, the Clarence Center
congregation held a baptismal service for
12 persons and on J u n e 22, ten were
received into church m e m b e r s h i p . T h e
pastor is Rev. Richard L. Long.
T h e Colyer congregation will hold its
35th anniversary on S u n d a y , Sept. 14.
Rev. Wesley S m e a l is the pastor at Colyer.

Skyline View Breaks Ground
T h e S k y l i n e View c o n g r e g a t i o n at
H a r r i s b u r g , P a . b r o k e ground for a new
C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n building during the
S u n d a y M o r n i n g Service on J u n e 29. C o n struction on the new facilities began on
July 30. T h e building will include a large
fellowship hall and kitchen, eight additional c l a s s r o o m s , a choir r o o m , church
library and the church offices.
P a r t i c i p a t i n g in the g r o u n d breaking
ceremonies and pictured: (1 to r) L e R o y

Church News
MESSIAH COLLEGE
Messiah Closes 1974-75
with Balanced Budget
T h e M e s s i a h College operational budget
for the school year 1974-75 was balanced
once again. This was m a d e possible
t h r o u g h t h e m a n y gifts of alumni, Brethren
in C h r i s t s u p p o r t e r s , and other friends of
the college. A n o t h e r contributing factor
was a one-time g r a n t f r o m the S t a t e of
Pennsylvania toward the operational
budget.
T h e giving of Brethren in C h r i s t cong r e g a t i o n s increased f r o m $42,000 in the
1973-74 year to $49,000 for the past year
ending on J u n e 30, 1975. This indicates
that t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s a r e taking seriously
the action t a k e n by the G e n e r a l C o n ference of 1974 t o increase Parish G r a n t
giving.
M e s s i a h College has in turn increased
benefits to s t u d e n t s f r o m Brethren in
C h r i s t C h u r c h e s , primarily in larger travel
allowances to t h o s e w h o c o m e f r o m a
distance.
Messiah Begins 1975-76 Year
M e s s i a h C o l l e g e c l a s s e s b e g a n on
S e p t e m b e r 9 with an encouraging enrollment increase. C o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s to the
l a r g e r s t u d e n t s b o d y were: a l a r g e r
F r e s h m a n registration, m o r e transfer students, and a g o o d percentage of returning
students.
T h e lead article in t h e F e b r u a r y Bulletin
stated that " M e s s i a h College C A N K e e p
G r o w i n g , " and went on to point out t h a t
active involvement in student r e c r u i t m e n t
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Walters, P a s t o r ; Ken Heffleger, Asst.
C h m . Building Committee;
Harold
Chubb, Asst. Chm. Church Board;
W i l l i a m E. D i t z l e r , A r c h i t e c t ; H a r r y
McCurdy, General Contractor; Mrs.
Ditzler; J o e M a n m i l l e r , Representative of
Pennsylvania S t a t e H o u s e of Representatives; Rev. R o b e r t Miller, Pastor of M t .
Calvary U n i t e d Methodist C h u r c h and
Bishop C. B. Byers, Bishop of the Atlantic
Conference.

by alumni, other off-campus friends, present students, and faculty, would bring
about continuing growth. Appreciation is
hereby expressed to all persons who contributed to M e s s i a h ' s enrollment growth.

Homecoming—October 17-19
The annual Messiah College Homecoming will be on the weekend of October 17-19. Alumni and other friends of
the college are welcome to attend.
On Friday evening at 8:00 Eldon Bert
will present "The Navajo Trail," a new
audiovisual production on the life and
culture of the Navajo Indians.
On Saturday morning at 11:30 a
groundbreaking ceremony for the new
Learning Resources Center will be conducted on the lawn between the Library
and Chapel. Construction on the large
facility will begin in the latter part of 1975.
It is hoped that the fund-raising goal of
$3 million will be reached by the time of
sod-turning.
Saturday afternoon will include Open
House of campus residences and
academic buildings, a men's soccer
game, Alumni Class Reunions, and a
Prayer and Praise Festival in the Chapel.
The annual Alumni Banquet will be at
6:00 p.m. with the Homecoming Convocation following at 8:00. Dr. Galen
Lenhert will be the recipient of this year's
Distinguished Alumnus Award, and the
Alumni Appreciation Award will be given
to Dr. Harold Engle. Busts of Dr. and Mrs.
H. G. Brubaker will be presented, and the
program will conclude with the musical,
"The Covenant," by a 75-voice student
choir directed by Ron Long.
The M e s s i a h C o l l e g e B o a r d of
Trustees and its committees will be in
session, concluding their work by Saturday noon.

T h e Martinsburg congregation h a d
Bishop David C l i m e n h a g a as their guest
speaker on S u n d a y morning, July 6. T h e
pastor is Rev. R o b e r t Keller.

Atlantic
T h e Conoy congregation held an installation service for their new pastor and
family on S u n d a y , July 20, with Bishop
C h a r l i e Byers in charge of the service. In
the a f t e r n o o n , Rev. and M r s . J a y Sisco
were presented with a money tree and f o o d
shower at an open house.
T h e Highland Park congregation r e p o r t s
a good V B S — their first one. T h e average
a t t e n d a n c e was 87. Rev. Orvin N . W h i t e ,
Jr., pastors this congregation.

Canadian
During the m o n t h of August, the
Houghton congregation heard a series of
messages on the H o l y Spirit. T h e pastor,
Rev. J o h n R . Sider, b r o u g h t t h e messages.
T h e Wainfleet congregation held a
farewell social for their pastor, Rev.
R o n a l d L o f t h o u s e , on July 25. A p r o g r a m
was presented in honor of Rev. and M r s .
L o f t h o u s e who will be involved in a ministry of church planting in N o r t h e r n O n tario.

Central
R e c e n t guests of the Christian Union
congregation were M r . and M r s . J o e
Ginder. T h e Ginders have arrived h o m e
f r o m B u l a w a y o where they were in charge
of the M a t o p o Book R o o m . T h e congregation installed a new ceiling and lights in
the s a n c t u a r y of the church. Rev. M a r l i n
K. Ressler is the pastor.
A n u m b e r of t h e m e m b e r s of t h e
Highland congregation took a mission tour
of N i c a r a g u a on A u g u s t 5-13. A c c o m panying the g r o u p was their pastor and
wife, Rev. and M r s . Louis C o b e r .
A n O p e n H o u s e was held on S u n d a y
evening, A u g u s t 10, in the N a p p a n e e
C h u r c h for Mr. and Mrs. John Zercher, in
honor of their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary.

Midwest
T h e Abilene congregation held a Child
Evangelism T r a i n i n g Session on July 31.

Evangelical Visitor

Births
Hess: Melanie Joy, born July 18, to M r .
and Mrs. J a m e s Hess, Mechanicsburg
congregation, Pa.
Keller: C h a d Michael, born J u n e 15, to
M r . and Mrs. Ronald Keller, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Saxman: A d a m Brian, born July 21, to
M r . and Mrs. David S a x m a n , Palmyra
congregation, Pa.
Sipe: Paul W., born J u n e 27, to M r . and
Mrs. Clarence Sipe, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Stump: Kari Lyn, born Aug. 5, to M r .
and Mrs. Devon Stump, Nappanee, Ind.
(The father is a former member of the
Union Grove congregation, Ind.)
Ucci: Bernadette, born July 19, to Dr.
and Mrs. Richard Ucci, S t a m f o r d , New
York. (The grandparents are M r . and Mrs.
Paul Engle, P a l m y r a congregation, Pa.)

Weddings
Martin-Yordy: Denise Doreen, daughter
of M r . and Mrs. John Yordy, Palmyra,
Pa., and Charles D., son of M r . and Mrs.
E m o r y Martin, Clarence Center, N. Y.,
M a y 24, in the Palmyra Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Richard L. Long and
Rev. Roy Dice, Jr. officiating.

Obituaries
Bundy: Mrs. Lucine Grey Bundy, born
Sept. 24, 1895, died July 29, 1975, in the
Wneelock Memorial Hospital, Goodrich,
Mich. She was the daughter of Charles E.
and Ruth Grey. She is survived by her
husband, Wilfrid; six sons: Rev. George
L., Rev. John L., J a m e s M., R a m o n E.,
Leonard, and David E.; two daughters:
Mrs. Audrey N o r t h u p and Mrs. Shirley
H a d d e n , a brother; two sisters; twenty-five
grandchildren; and five great-grand-children. T h e funeral service was held in the
Bentley Wesleyan Church, Flint, Mich.,
with Rev. Carl Jones officiating. Interment was in the Genessee Memorial
Gardens.
Cline: Mrs. S a r a h Cline, born Nov. 1,
1882, died July 23, 1975. She was the
daughter of Benjamin and A n n a Winger.
On Dec. 29, 1909, she was married to
J a c o b Cline, who preceded her in death.
She is survived by two daughters: Mrs.
Ethel Sider and Mrs. Ida Sider; eleven
grandchildren, thirty-four great-grandchildren, and three great-great-grandchildren. Three brothers and four sisters preceded her in death. She was a member of
the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church where
the funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Edward Gilmore and Rev. Ross Nigh
officiating. Interment was in the Bertie
Cemetery.
Coon: Harold Elgin Coon, born June 7,
1912, died July 16, 1975, in Wellandport,
Ont. H e was the son of M r . and Mrs.
William Coon, who preceded him in death.
On J u n e 8, 1935, he was married to L a u r a
Venola Sourwine, who survives. Six years

September 10,1975

Rev. Jacob B. Funk
Dies in 96th Year
The Rev. Jacob B. Funk age 95 years,
7 months, of Cleona, Pa., died June 22,
1975, in the Camp-A-While Rest Home,
Campbelltown, Pa. He was the son of
Daniel and Lydia Books Funk. H e was
preceded in death by his wife, Agnes, in
1966; two children who died in their
youth; and a daughter, Ruth, who died in
1948. He is survived by three daughters:
Eva, with whom he resided; Mrs. Anna
Goins; and Mrs. Mildred Heisey. He is
also survived by nine grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren. He was a
member and retired minister of the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church. He was
ordained to the ministry in 1909 and
served the Dauphin and Lebanon Districts of the Brethren in Christ Church
for 40 years. The funeral was held at the
Fairland Church with Rev. John R.
Y e a t t s and R e v . C l a r k A . H o c k
officiating. Interment was in the Fairland Cemetery.
TRIBUTE
The passing of Brother Jacob Funk
was somewhat like the closing of a book
or the passing of an era in the Fairland
congregation.
B e c a u s e of h i s l o n g e v i t y he
remembered the very early days of the
work of the church in and a r o u n d
Cleona, Pennsylvania. H e was a faithful
and devoted member of the church and
stood by through the many changes that

came over the years. His fidelity to the
church and his faithfulness to the cause
of Christ were a challenge to all who
knew him.
A visit with him in his home in his later
years was a real encouragement and
inspiration. Indeed he was a faithful
servant of the Lord. In departing he has
left "footprints in the sands of time." It is
our prayer that his mantle of sacrificial
service for the work of the Lord may fall
on others.
The Fairland congregation and the
brotherhood at large are richer for
having had this servant of the Lord to
labor among them. Indeed as the proverbial writer has said, " T h e memory of the
just is blessed."
Charlie B. Byers, Bishop
Atlantic Conference
Brethren in Christ Church

Koch: Ruby J. Koch, born Dec. 14,
1921, in Johnstown, Pa., died July 21,
1975, in the Nason Hospital, Roaring
Spring, Pa. She was the daughter of Clyde
A. and Kate Robson Worthing. She is survived by her mother; a sister, Mrs. Edna
W e r t m a n ; and a brother, Leo O.
Worthing. The funeral service was held in
the Masood Funeral Chapel, Saxton, with
Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment
was in the St. Luke's Cemetery.

Wingert: Mrs. E m m a R. Wingert, born
Oct. 7, 1894, in Lancaster Co., Pa., died
March 31, 1975, in the Harrisburg General
Hospital. She was the daughter of Conrad
Z. and Ada Sue Keen Hess. She was married to Bishop Laban W. Wingert, who
preceded her in death. She is survived by
four daughters: Mrs. Beulah Knepper,
Mrs. Eunice Baer, Mrs. Pauline Peckman, and Mrs. E m m a Mellinger; a son, L.
Nelson; 22 grandchildren; 36 great-grandchildren; two brothers; and five sisters; a
daughter, Edna Myers, preceded her in
death. She was a member of the New Guilford Brethren in Christ Church where the
funeral service was held with Rev. Andrew
Slagenweit and Rev. Charles W. Rife
officiating. Interment was in the New Guilford Cemetery.

Wengert: Ruth N a o m i , age 39, died July
6, 1975, in the Hershey Medical Center.
She was the daughter of N o r m a n S. and
Florence Hock Wengert. She is survived
by her father; two brothers: Samuel H. and
Roy A.; and seven nieces and nephews.
She was a member of the Mowersville
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was held in the Air Hill Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Mervin Potteiger
officiating. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.

Villicino: Agnes Wingerd Villicino, born
Oct. 23, 1906, died July 26, 1975, in Upland, Calif. Born in Hope, Kansas, she was
the daughter of Simon and Elizabeth
Wingerd who preceded her in death. She is
survived by her husband, William; two
sons; two grandchildren; two brothers; and
five sisters. The funeral service was held in
the Upland Mennonite Church with Rev.
Edwin Bontrager and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder officiating. Interment was in the
Bellevue Mausoleum.

ago he was converted and became a
member of the Boyle Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral service was held in the
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Edward Gilmore, Rev. Ronald Lofthouse, and Rev. Arthur Heise officiating.
Interment was in the Zion Cemetery.
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and decision making. These have been given the status of
congregations within the "great congregation" with the
powers to "bind and loose," and share the Lord's Supper.
Representatives from these congregations meet to bring
concerns and suggest directions to those who plan the Sunday morning worship hour of the gathered assembly. This
is a good example of what can be done within existing
structures to increase accountability and provide a place
for caring and discipline.
Perhaps the fastest growing new model in the Mennonite Church is the intentional community. Persons
coming into this association do so after covenanting to
make the church their central, total relationship governing all of their life decisions. This provides a different starting point from that of the established congregation where
membership requirements are more loosely defined.
Seventeen years ago Reba Place Fellowship in
Evanston, Illinois, pioneered this model of church in the
Mennonite denomination. Today it continues to grow and
has been joined by more than twenty other communities
based on variations of a similar model of total accountability.
A frequent criticism of the intentional community or
similar new models is that they are schismatic. However,
J. Winfield Fretz in a recent study of these Mennonite
communities makes this observation: " T h e newly
emerging intentional communities or fellowships were not
little congregations spawned by a mother church. They
were not splinter groups breaking away from parent congregations as dissatisfied minorities either to the left or
right. Nor was it rebellion against restricting church rules
and regulations as so often has been the case in the past. In
fact, the direct opposite situation has been the case. The
newly formed and forming groups are seeking to become
more, rather than less, disciplined communities. They are
demanding of their members greater personal commitment and more rigid discipline than were required in the

congregations from which the members came. . . . It is of
interest to note that while the new communal groups are in
a sense a judgment on the old communities, there has been
no break between the old and new communities."
A new middle-model of church structure between the
established congregation and the communal fellowship is
emerging in Goshen, Indiana. Called simply "The
Assembly," each covenanted member of this congregation is expected to be an active participant in a house
fellowship group as well as in the congregation. In this
model the house fellowship, meeting at least once a week,
becomes the primary group. It is here that personal concerns are discussed, decisions made, the Word studied and
acted on, and where members are accountable to each
other. But the house fellowships do not stand alone.
Weekly they meet together in an assembly for praise,
prayer, biblical study, and fellowship.
The agenda for the assembly of house fellowships on
Sunday morning grows out of the questions being discussed in the individual house fellowships. In order to
avoid cliquishness and encourage evangelism, house
fellowships welcome newcomers and divide when they
become too large (over 14). The Assembly also divides into
smaller congregations when that group becomes too large
for easy communication without a public address system
(70-100). The Assembly is now composed of three congregations which meet weekly. The entire Assembly meets
every seventh Sunday (a sabbatical) for celebration,
keeping in touch, and discussion of new directions.
What about a definite model for the church 1975-2000?
Each group of God's people will need to search for new
ways to become "little pockets of the new order" scattered
around in the world. God is building His church through
continual reformation. Charismatic novelty is giving way
to practical faithfulness under the authority of Christ and
the power of His Spirit. Let us boldly proclaim through
our life together as congregations, whatever the model,
that Jesus is Lord.

